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Holiday 
ideas...

Monte Carlo
On the ‘small is beautiful’ 
theme, Monte Carlo fi ts the 
bill perfectly. Not even a 
Grand Duchy, the tiny region 
in the Principality of Monaco 
is the ancestral home to the 
Grimaldis – actress Grace 
Kelly the iconic fi gurehead 
of the ruling royal family who 
are still ensconced in the 
legendary Pink Palace, close 
to the equally well-known 
casino.
www.visitmonaco.com

Andorra
Sandwiched between 
France and Spain, the tiny 
principality of Andorra has a 
surprising amount to off er.  
Its location means that 
activities such as walking, 
horse riding or cycling along 
its 21 mountain passes are 
the obvious a� ractions, but 
there’s plenty of spa hotels 
for relaxation too. 
visitandorra.com

Trip of 
the week...

SUMMER IN THE AUSTRIAN 
MOUNTAINS (ST ANTON)
Mountain pine air you could 
bo� le and sell, glacier fresh beer, 
scented meadows, a history of 
music and mad kings, houses 
painted with optical illusions – 
discover alpine Austria with this 
Omega eight day break including 
fl ights, transfers, 
all-day excursions 
and 4 star hotel 
with dinner and 
breakfast.
Eight days by 
air fl ying from 
Manchester on September 4, 
Southampton on August 21 and 
Leeds Bradford on July 31 2016, 
from £799pp. The advertised 
price is correct as of September 
18 2015. Visit www.off ers.
omega-holidays.com/terms-
conditions.pdf for full terms and 
conditions. Call 01524 37500, 
quoting JPTRAVEL, or visit www.
omega-holidays.com

Manchester on September 4, 

Travel WW

The literature 
from the tourist 
board invited me 
to ‘discover the 
unexpected Lux-

embourg’. True enough, for 
it was diffi  cult to know what 
awaited in this tiny country 
the heart of Europe.

Nestling between France, 
Belgium and Germany, Lux-
embourg retains infl uence 
from all three, yet off ers 
something unique to the 
continent. Perhaps this is 
due to the country’s compact 
size. At less than a thousand 
square miles, four Luxem-
bourgs would fi t comfortably 
inside Yorkshire.

Correct title is Grand 
Duchy of Luxembourg, 
which makes it the world’s 
only such state.

Luxembourg’s epony-
mous capital displays classic 
continental chic. Buildings 
are a mix of ornate tradition-
al and cu� ing-edge modern, 
o� en side by side, while leafy 
boulevards, green parks and 
cafe culture on Place Guil-
laume II add to the ambiance.

A deep valley splits the ur-
ban landscape, with bridges 
and viaducts drawing the 
eye to the ancient city walls 
on the edge of town. The 
winding river Alze� e creates 
another visual diversion, to 
the picture-postcard pastel 
buildings along its banks.

Top a� raction are the 
Casemates, a labyrinth of 
tunnels and caves carved 
into the rock cliff s. Originally 
defensive, they now present 
a mysterious journey for 1.5 
million visitors a year, at-
tracted by random viewing 
points across the capital’s 
panorama.

The city’s Kirchberg area 
highlights Luxembourg’s 
bold approach to construc-
tion and design. Striking 

structures, housing centres 
of business, politics and ju-
diciary, are augmented by 
Place de l’ Europe and the 
remarkable Philharmonic 
Concert Hall. The la� er is as 
stunning on the inside as on 
the outside, as light fl oods 
curved walkways that sur-
round the main auditorium.

Nearby, Mudam is the 
country’s Museum of Con-
temporary Art, designed by 
the architect responsible for 
the Louvre in Paris. The exhi-

bitions are edgy and chance-
taking, just as they should be.

Heading north from the 
capital, the Mullerthal Re-
gion is billed as ‘Li� le Swit-
zerland’ and it is easy to see 
why. The vistas sweep from 
gently undulating to dramat-
ic rises and falls, highlight-
ing the fact that a third of the 
country is covered by forest.

This is hiking territory, 
with pine and spruce adding 
fl avour to crystal-clear air.

Berdorf presents dra-
matic geology, with sharp 
cliff s and narrow walkways, 
as though the stone had been 
split cleanly by a giant axe.

Rocks are covered by 
moss and lichen and the can-
opy of trees creates an eerie 
magic. No doubt this was the 
a� raction for BBC produc-
ers who used the se� ing for 
a soon-to-be-screened pro-
duction of Peter Pan.

The nearby Aquatower 
is functional and educa-
tional, while its lo� y viewing 
platform gives spectacular 

access to the rolling coun-
tryside of farmers’ fi elds and 
pre� y hamlets.

Mullerthal has other at-
tractions. Beaufort Renais-
sance Castle is part ancient 
ruin, part stately home, 
while also being renowned 
for the traditional fruity li-
queur Cassis de Beaufort.

A few miles away, Moulin 
de Heringen is a restored 
17th century watermill. Tra-
ditional bread baking still 
goes on in the nostalgic stone 
oven and the fresh smell 
must be a return call for the 
many walkers, who regularly 
stride out from the Best of 
Wandern centre housed in 
the same building.

Echternach is the oldest 
town in Luxembourg and re-
gional capital. Small but per-
fectly formed, it typifi es the 
rural charm of the country.

I le�  Luxembourg sur-
prised such a small land 
could off er so much. Perhaps 
the best approach is to al-
ways expect the unexpected.

- For Luxembourg, see www.
visitluxembourg.com
- Fly to Luxembourg seven times 
daily from London City Airport 
with Luxair, www.luxair.co.uk
- Travel to London from Sheffi  eld 
with East Midlands trains, www.
eastmidlandstrains.co.uk
- For travel in Luxembourg 
and to visit a� ractions, use 
LuxembourgCard www.
visitluxembourg.com/en/
luxembourg-card
- For the Mullerthal region, see 
www.mullerthal.lu
- In the capital, stay at Hotel 
Simoncini, www.hotelsimoncini.
lu; eat at Chocolate House, 
www.chocolatehousebonn.lu 
and Brasserie Guillaume, www.
brasserieguillaume.lu
- In Mullerthal, stay at Hotel 
Restaurant Dimmer, www.
hoteldimmer.com; eat at Hotel 
Le Bon Repos www.lebonrepos.
lu and Hotel-Restaurant Le 
Cigalon www.lecigalon.lu

Travel facts

Why the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg off ers more than its size suggests

Tales of the unexpected

Looking down on the river Alze� e in the capital of Luxembourg.

Walking in the Mullerthal region.

BY ANDREW FOLEY
Travel Writer
The Weekend

the week...

Reader travel

To book call 01524 37500 quote JP TRAVEL or visit: www.omega-holidays.com
OPENING TIMES: MON-FRI 8.30-19.30 SAT 8.45-17.30 SUN 10.00 - 16.30

Organised by Omega Holidays plc, ABTA V4782. ATOL Protected 6081. Single supplement applies. Subject 
to availability. †We have included a reasonable budget for your fl ights. Should the cost of these fall below 
or rise above this amount we will amend the holiday cost to refl ect these changes and therefore the price 
may increase or decrease accordingly. The fi nal price will be confi rmed at the time of booking. 

The advertised price is correct as of  21 September 2015 and is based upon departure from Gatwick airport on 12 June 2016. FROM

£619pp

8 DAYS, BY AIR

Omega Amalfi  & PompeiiSORRENTO

HOTELS

3 OR4 Return fl ight from Gatwick, Manchester, Leeds Bradford and Southampton airports to Naples† 
 7 nights stay at a choice of 3 or 4 star Sorrento-area hotels with breakfast and dinner 
 Airport taxes and return transfer from the airport to your hotel 
 Two full-day escorted excursions to Pompeii & Vesuvius, and Positano, Amalfi  & Ravello
 Entry to Amalfi  Cathedral, Pompeii and Villa Rufolo Gardens in Ravello 
 Optional excursions to Capri and Anacapri

With Selected
departures

May-October 2016


